AFTER ROBINSON CRUSOE has succeeded in conquering his environment and in contenting himself with his solitude, he declares himself "King" of his island, ruling, at first, over his parrot, goats, dog, and cat. He tells the reader, "I was Lord of the whole Manor; or if I pleas'd, I might call my self King, or Emperor over the whole Country which I had Possession of. There were no Rivals."l1 That Defoe was half-serious in suggesting Crusoe's right to call himself King of the island, there can be no doubt. Coleridge wondered whether Crusoe's claim was valid, but according to Grotius, islands in the sea belonged to the first inhabitant.2 "I was King and Lord of all this Country indefeasibly," Crusoe reminds us, "and had a Right of Possession; and if I could convey it, I might have it in Inheritance, as compleatly as any Lord of a Manner in England" (I, 114). Nor is there any doubt about the kind of monarch he is, for in the passage describing his "Subjects," he reveals his absolute power: "I had the Lives of all my Subjects at my absolute Command. I could hang, draw, give Liberty, and take it away, and no Rebels among all my Subjects" (I, 171).
MAX I M I L LI
Friday's father and the Spanish captain are also saved from the cannibals, and Crusoe accepts them as "Subjects" who, like Friday, "would die" in his defense. But Crusoe is less certain of the loyalty of the sixteen Spaniards and Portuguese whom he wants to bring over to his island. He tells the Spanish captain that since "Gratitude was no inherent Virtue in the Nature of Man; nor did Men always square their Dealings by the Obligations they had receiv'd, so much as they did by the Advantages they expected" (II, 34), he is afraid that they might turn him over to the Inquisition if they reached Spanish territory. The Spanish captain assures the suspicious Crusoe that his fears are unjustified and promises that would no way injure, fight with, or attack the Person he should find in the Island, who was so kind as to send for them in order to their Deliverance; but that they would stand by and defend him against all such Attempts, and where-ever they went, would be entirely under and subject to his Commands; and that this should be put in Writing, and signed with their Hands" (II, 38). Defoe humorously has Crusoe admit that his insistence on a written contract might be dififcult without pen, ink, or paper, but these technicalities do not deter his single-minded hero.
Crusoe even asks for complete obedience from the Englishmen who are about to be marooned by their mutinous crew. The English captain makes an oral contract, swearing to "be wholly Directed and Commanded" by Crusoe and promising that "he would live and Dye" (II, 47) at Crusoe's orders. One might expect a generous disclaimer from Crusoe, for this is the first Englishman he has seen for twenty-eight years. Instead he insists on passage to England and absolute obedience from them while they are on his island: "That while you stay on this Island with me, you will not pretend to any Authority here; and if I put Arms into your Hands, you will upon all Occasions give them up to me, and do no Prejudice to me or mine, upon this Island, and in the mean time 
